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Presidents Corner
    As I reflect back on my year as president, I believe it has been a good year.  We lost several members, but we added several members too, and it appears we will end the year with a growth.  I will have more comments at the banquet, but I want to thank everyone for working so hard this past year.  In looking back, it is amazing how much this club accomplishes in one year using only volunteers.  The accomplishments say a lot about our members.  All of us need to work with the incoming president Sharen to get her year off to a good start.  One of the toughest jobs a president has is lining up members to chair the various functions that we have as a club.  If you have an interest in serving on a committee, helping with one of our programs or heading up a program, contact Sharen now.  Thanks again for a great year.
     Remember that our meeting on the 28th will be our installation banquet.  It will be an evening meal at the Hereford House restaurant.  The social ½ hour will begin at 6pm, dinner at 6:30.  Meal options are steak, chicken or salmon with dessert an extra $2.  The cost per person is $21 or $23, depending on dessert.  Contact Dwight Jackson for reservations.  Please come greet our new officers and give a thank you for those ending their year.  President Tony.
Fred DeVictor – Sesquicentennial activity.

     Optimist Club members have an opportunity to have our club permanently recognized by purchasing a step as par of the celebration of the 150th birthday of Lawrence.  The Sesquicentennial Commission has picked a lasting gift of a plaza and naming it Sesquicentennial Point, similar to the gift of Centennial Park for the 100th birthday of Lawrence in 1954.  Our club was formed in 1956 so we could have “Breakfast Optimist Club” inscribed on the 1’ x 4’ stone for step number 1956, on of 151 steps, which will be part of the plaza at Sesquicentennial Point.  The plaza will be located below the dam at Clinton Lake and adjacent to a future proposed amphitheatre in this future regional park.
     A committee is being formed to help our Club consider how such a donation would be paid for.  Interested persons should contact President Tony Folsom or Fred DeVictor.

   Editor’s note:  $1956 and 80 members would be $24.45, or about what our banquet meal cost.

Board Action August 19, 2004.

     Fred DeVictor outlined a plan to purchase a step for $1956 to the Sesquicentennial Plaza, which is being planned below Clinton Dam.  President Tony will appoint a three-member committee to consider participating.
Approved the Club’s participation in the October 2 Light the Night Walk, a fundraiser for childhood Leukemia.  Volunteers are needed as route monitors.  Ernie Dyer challenged the club to build a new evening club here in Lawrence.  It was announced that new member Glade Jones had moved to Washington State and that Donna Mathena-Menke was also moving out of town.  Their membership will be dropped at the end of the quarter and will need to be replaced by new members.  Board approved September 28 as the date for the annual installation banquet.  Of three prospective locations, the Hereford House was approved.  The cost will be $20 a plate.

It is time to revise the Club’s by-laws to reflect several changes that have occurred, including our new membership dues.  It will also present the opportunity to change the Club’s official name from the Optimist Club of Lawrence to the Lawrence Breakfast Optimist Club.

     Other board action prior to August: Michael Pelzer was appointed to fill outgoing board member Nicole Rails.  Jim Rumsey will be compiling and maintaining a club member information booklet that will contain additional personal data.  The pancake feed was approved for November 6, Emmett Mitchell and Han Harden will co-chair the event.

     The Dictionary Project distribution is off to a good start.  We have student names from 11 of the 16 schools.  We have distributed dictionaries to 5 schools and are going to be at Schwegler this Tuesday 9am.  We hope to be completed by the middle of September.  We will have distributed almost 900 dictionaries again this year.  The kids and teachers have been very excited about the program.  A number of the principals have helped in the distribution also.  Thanks to many of the members who have helped on distributing the dictionaries.  As part of this year’s dictionary project, students at Wakarusa display their very own dictionary.
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Lawrence Amateur Baseball Association, to which we are a major supporter, had another remarkable  year.  The association fielded two state champions;  The Lawrence Raiders,  and the Lawrence Bandits.  Both teams were defeated in the regional.  
T.A. Mindrup and his crew  continue to service infant and toddlers of Lawrence by checking and installing children car seat.

Last but not forgotten:  Thanks to all our members for their work at the District Convention.






