

Program Chair T. A. Mindrup
Programs for September have not been fully developed.  You will be advised by email when they have been scheduled.
September 30 Installation Banquet.

This annual event will replace our normally scheduled breakfast meeting.

Presidents Corner
    October 1 marks the beginning of the new Optimist year.  Tony Folsom will be the President for the upcoming year.  He will be assisted by the following officers:  
Brian Dempsey - 2nd Vice President
Ralph Clement - Secretary
T A Mindrup - Treasurer
the four Directors are Bob Longino, Emmett Mitchell, Nicole Rials and Michael Tubbs.  We still have a vacancy for the lst Vice President's position.
     Membership - Congratulations and welcome to David Lord, our newest member who was sponsored by Dudley Crow.  David and his wife Sally live in Lawrence.
     Annual Installation Dinner - Tentative plans are for the annual dinner to be September 30 at the Hereford House.  Social time with fruit punch will start at 6:00 and the dinner at 6:30 followed by installation of the new officers.  The menu entree will be a choice of chicken, salmon or steak and the cost is $20.00 per person.  Mark your calendar for September 30, bring your spouse or a friend and plan to have an enjoyable evening. - Dwight Jackson
To Due or not to Due: Since 1992, the     
membership in Optimist International has decreased at an alarming rate—about one third in that ten-year period.  Currently, each dropped member represents $26 in lost revenue, which goes offset administrative and program cost.  Since 2001, delegates to the annual Conventions of Optimist International have struggled with how to offset the loss of revenue while maintaining the quality of program and services.  During the 2003 Convention, the delegates voted to increase the annual dues from $26 to $30.  The increase will become effective on October 1, 2003.
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   Your Board of Directors has voted to recommend that the annual dues of the Optimist Club of Lawrence be increased $4 to offset the increase in the cost of our dues to Optimist International.  If approved by the membership of the Club, our club dues would increase from $84 to $88 for regular members and from $54 to $58 for life members, effective October 1.  The Board has set Tuesday, September 16, 2003, as the date for a business meeting of the Club’ membership.  At that time, members of the Club will have the opportunity to discuss and vote on the recommendation.  Please be there.

Call for a club business meeting:                                  President Dwight has called an official meeting of the Optimist Club’s membership for Tuesday, September 16, 2003.  The primary purpose of this meeting will be discuss and decide whether or not to raise membership dues.  Other business of the Club will be entertained.

Dictionary Project:     Last year, our club handed out a dictionary to every 4th grader at our school/business partner East Heights school.  That project was so well received, that our board chose to extend the dictionary giveaway to all the 4th graders in the 497 school district: almost 900 dictionaries.       Club members will begin distributing dictionaries the first week of September.  The distribution began at New York School Thursday Sept 4th at 8:45AM and Eudora at 2:00PM the same day. A special thanks to all of the club members who donated over $900 for the dictionary project. Dick Holzmeister.
Here Dick and Don hand out one of ninety five dictionaries at the Eudora elementary school on Thursday the 4th.  The goal is to visit all the schools before the end of Sept.

Lawrence Amateur Baseball Association.  One of the association’s teams won their division state championship.  The team went on to Minnesota for the regionals, but were eliminated there.  This was the first State championship under the auspices of L.A.B.A., but go back 20 plus years since winning as an American Legion team.  Our club has been a major sponsor, along with the American Legion.  Before then, it had a single sponsor: The Lawrence Optimist Club                 






