

Program Chair Dudley Crow
     Programs for March ‘03

        3  Rod Zinn – Boys Scouts 

11 Member/son breakfast the program will be Randy Weseman to talk about the upcoming school bond issue

13  Oatorical contest co-chaired by Dar Benton and Tony Folsom
18 Forrest Swall, The legislative

Process.

25 Dr. Dennis and Paula Lofstrom

Missionaries, Lambi Tanzania.
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Presidents Corner
 Michael Tubbs and Gary Teske are our newest members.  Michael (left) is shown sharing his vitae with us and Gary has transferred here from Great Bend where he was a past president and life member of the Great Bend Optimist Club.  Gary is the pastor of the Trinity Lutheran Church and is married with three daughters.
  We have started a membership drive contest by dividing the club members into two teams.  The team leaders are Christina Jordan and Cliff Wallace.  There will be prizes for those members bringing the most guests.  At the end of the contest period, the winning team will be the guests of the losing team members at a picnic or potluck dinner. 
     Russian Visit - The Russian pharmaceutical delegation arrived on schedule at KCI Airport on Thursday, February 27.  On Friday, they participated in an orientation and welcome reception.  On Saturday, some attended the KU - Oklahoma State Basketball game, a city tour narrated by Steve Jansen and an event at the Lied Center.  They  visited our Optimist club on Tuesday, March 4.

More on the Russian visit
    Thanks to all who attended the welcoming Friday the 28th for our Russian guests.  They had an opportunity to hear the Vice Mayor David Dunfield welcome them to Lawrence.  They were asked to give a brief introduction of themselves which was in Russian and had to be interpreted.  They were our guest Tuesday (3/4/03) for breakfast.  We had the Optimist Creed in Russian for them to say along with us.  

     Don't forget to sign up for the pizza and big 12 basketball outing at Dwight Jackson's on Friday, March 14th.  It will be another opportunity to meet and talk with people from another country.  I think you will find this group very interesting and friendly.  A number of them had an opportunity to attend the KU Oklahoma State basketball game.  Some have also taken advantage of the facilities at Lawrence Athletic Club to work out and swim over the weekend.  So you can see they are fitting in well in the community
Member Daughter breakfast
The member/daughter breakfast group was treated to well known story teller  Lori Topahonson.  Lori is connected to the Indian center in Lawrence and is a student of Navajo oral history.
Oratorical Contest

     The club contest will be Thursday, March 13th at the Brandon Woods Smith Center starting at 6:30 p.m. We have five girl contestants so far. The zone contest will be held here in Lawrence, the location and time yet to be determined.  The date will be Saturday, March 29th.  It would be nice to have a good representation of Optimists in attendance.
Essay Contest winners:

1st Shiv Subramanian 8th grade, Bishop Seabury.  2nd Kristen Ohlemier, 8th grade, South Junior High.  3rd Travis Cline, Lawrence Alternative High School.  1st place winner and parents will be at breakfast the 25th .  Will invite 2nd and 3rd as well.  Connie Kindsvater
Russians at breakfast Tuesday the 4th








