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Program Chair Dar Benton
June 3:  Boys & Girls club cookout.

June 10: Harold Riem – Reenactment of 
Dr. Cordley.

June 17:  Exercise Therapists. – LMH

June 24: Bob Johnson, Douglas County Commissioner. 
June Calendar
6 - 8
 3rd Quarter District Conference Overland Park
 

13 & 14
Relay for Life

Clement
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Presidents Corner
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     Welcome to Eric Ganstrom our newest member.  Eric was installed at our May 27 meeting.  We will celebrate the end of our membership drive with a potluck at Christina Jordan and John Selk's house on June 27.
       Several Optimists helped barbecue hot dogs and hamburgers at the East Heights School closing day on May 23.  It was a day of mixed sad emotion and fun for the kids and their parents.  On Tuesday, June 3, the club cooked for the Boys and Girls Club and on June 13 we will support the Relay for Life team led by Cliff Wallace.  Dwight Jackson
More on East Heights closing activity.
      On Friday May 23rd we said goodbye to East Heights with a carnival and cook out.  The Club did the cooking for the event.  We cooked about 400 hamburgers and 250 hot dogs.  We had a great turn out to help with this event.  Eleven members helped cook all of this food.  Those helping were:  Ralph Clement, Emmett Mitchell, Mike Penny, Gary Tilley, Ernie Dyer, Tim Brederhoft, Dick Holzmeister, Master Cook Art Queen, Dwight Jackson, Bill Pendleton and Eric Ganstrom.  I know I may have missed someone, but a special thanks to all who have helped at East Heights all of these years we have been business partners.  Rewritten below is text of a letter of thanks from Gary Johnson principal.
 
   “Thank you for all of the help and support you have given to the East Heights Community.  We made great progress with Reading, Writing and Math skills over the last two years.  Some examples include only five first graders who did not complete the year on grade level reading, but were close.  Our writing scores on the state assessment went from a .1(unsatisfactory level) to a 3.0(satisfactory level) as a school on the State Writing Assessment-The District Math Assessment had us above the district average on nine of the twelve items with the other three at the district average.  These things could not have been done without a great group of community supporters.  I hope all of will continue to support schools in some way.  Thank you for the opportunity to get to know you and to work with you.  Have a great summer!”
  Clif and Carol enjoying the carnival atmosphere 

     As a follow up to the closing of East Heights, President Dwight appointed a committee to look into a new school to associate with regard to a new School/Business Partnership.  The committee is composed of Dick Holzmeister, Forrest Swall, and Connie Kindsvater.  The committee visited New York School, the Alternative High School, and is also considering Vinland Valley and Wakarusa Valley for potential partnerships since the closing of East Heights.  The Committee will have a recommendation for the board at its June meeting. Dick Holzmeister
Optimists Scholarships awarded.

     On Monday, May 12th President Dwight Jackson presented the 2003 Jim Yowell Memorial Scholarship to Free State High student Jason Vannicola.  Jason plans to attend Oklahoma Christian University or KU.  On Tuesday, May 20th President Dwight presented the Jim Yowell Memorial Scholarship to Lawrence High senior James Thomas.  James plans on attending KU.  The Bob Barr Memorial Scholarship was presented to Lawrence High senior Ronnie Burress.  Ronnie plans on attending Wyoming Technical Institute. Dick Holzmeister
Membership Drive & Spring Potluck      Between the two teams the score is either close or tied.  The word is out however that Cliff will be signing up two new members on Tuesday.  Cliff, is this a threat or a promise?

     Remember that the "losing" team will bring main dishes for the Optimist Spring Potluck, Friday, June 27th 6:00-9:00pm at John Selk and Christina Jordan's pool and terrace, 1311 Ranchero Drive.  If you have a potential member, they must be signed up by the 26th

Boys/girls club outing.  The chilly, cloudy day did not dampen the spirit of the boys and girls as they lined up to eat their fill of hamburgers, hot dogs & fixings.
This event was climaxed with the club’s annual donation to support the activities of this organization.  Thanks to all  optimists who attended and helped make it a success.






