

     Program Chair Ralph Clement
         Programs for February ‘03
Feb. 4 Rail Roads and Crossing Safety Randy Wells, Santa Fe Railroad
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Feb. 11 Member/Daughter Breakfast the program will feature Lucy Tapahonson, Story Teller.  If you wish to attend the Member/Daughter Breakfast and will not have the opportunity to signup, please call or email Ralph to get on the list. 842-6378, rwclement@sunflower.com.
Feb. 18 OI Childhood Cancer Campaign J. Wayne Smith, Intl. Chairperson, Cecil Cundy, Kansas District Chairperson

Feb. 25 Anniversary/Past President’s Breakfast Vice-President Tom Dempsey, OI Governor John Goyette, Kansas District

Feb. 28. District essay contest deadline.  For more information contact Connie Kindsvater.
Presidents Corner
     The January 17 potluck social was a big success and a fun evening for Optimists and their spouses. Abig thanks to Christina Jordan and John Selk for inviting us into their lovely home and to Diane Oakes for helping to plan this event.
     Our February calendar has the member-daughter breakfast on the 11th and the club anniversary and past presidents breakfast on the 25th. The Russians arrive on February 27. Dick Holzmeister and his committee have made good progress in planning the training, transportation, civic and social, housing and financial support. We still need a few more volunteers for home hosting and some donations to help defray some of the costs.
     The Smith Center is a very nice facility and a great meeting place. It is also a good place to bring a prospective member guest. Keep new membership in mind as you meet people this month. 
Russian visit committee in action
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      Things are going well.  We have tickets for the Treasure of the Czars in Topeka. A number of the venues the Russians will visit are going to provide lunches.  We also have the tour of the Kansas Museum paid.  These are all in the budget we planned.  We hope to have all of the expenses paid.
   We still need host families.  We need 5 or 6 more families.  We have been in contact with the PEP people in San Francisco and they should have all of the plans finalized by this coming Friday.  This will include their travel arrangements.  The more we are planning to more exciting it gets. Primoz and I visited the Chamber of Commerce today, and got a lot of ideas.  We would like to see the club become more involved in this project.  It is really a rare experience for us to meet and visit one on one with someone from Russia and see how life is there.
    A press release was issued the 29th of Jan. that explained in detail  this project and our club’s heavy involvement in it.
     In closing, the American Legion will offer their building as a central dispersing location and collection location at days end for the group as they go about their daily activities.
Optimist International Essay contest.

     Essay topic: "When Our Freedom is Threatened", length s/b 400 to 500 words not counting title, footnotes or bibliography. Open to students under age 19 as of 12/31/02 (generally sophs, jrs, srs). District (state) deadline is February 28th; therefore I am asking for essays here (locally) to me or President Dwight by February 21. I have two folks lined up as judges, need one more. Hopefully we can offer a monetary award to the local winner in addition to the medallion! 
     Thanks, Connie Kindsvater
