

Program Chair Don Faulconer
April 8   Chuck Marsh, Journalism Professor at
KU,  topic Media Ethics

April 15  Open

April 22  Douglas County Historical Society, 
Dr. Phil Godwin

April 29  Serenata Farms School of Equestrian
               Arts, Bud Newell

[image: image2.jpg]


Presidents Corner [image: image1.png]


    By all accounts, the Russian pharmaceutical delegation visit was a resounding success.  The delegates enjoyed their stay with the host families in Lawrence and learned a lot by visiting various pharmacy businesses in Northeast Kansas.  As a result of friendships formed, there were some tears shed when they departed from KCI on the morning March 23.  A big thanks to all the Optimist club members who contributed their time, talent and financial support to make this happen.  This program was a great experience that we will always remember. 
     Upcoming events - Youth in Business Day, Tuesday, April 22.  If you can host a student for part of that day, contact Jim Rumsey.
     Kids Night Out - East Heights School gymnasium, Thursday, May 1, 4:30 to 5:30.  To help, contact Connie Kindsvater for details.
     Membership - We are nearing the halfway point of our membership drive contest and have had several prospective member guests at our breakfast meetings.  Keep up the good work.

Russian Visitors Return Home
     Sunday morning March 23rd our Russian Pharmacy Visitors left Lawrence for Russia.  9 host families delivered their guests to the Hillcrest parking lot for the trip back to Russia.  It was both a glad and sad occasion.  We were glad we completed the program with no big problems, and it appeared the war in Iraq would not delay them.  It was sad to say good by to new friends.
     When they arrived on February 27th we marveled at how lightly they traveled.  When the convey of 5 vehicles left the parking lot Sunday morning it took 2 pickup trucks to carry all of the luggage. They certainly did help our local economy.
   We received an e-mail from Irina, the facilitator, letting us know they all arrived in Moscow tired, but on time.
Scholarships Awarded
    Saturday march 29th a group of 8 Optimists met at Stephens Real Estate office to select the winners of this year's scholarships.  There were 71 applicants from LHS 74 from FSHS & 9 Vo Tech.  The Lawrence Breakfast Club awards a $750.00 scholarship to a Lawrence High senior, a $750.00 scholarship to a Free State senior and a $500.00 Voc Tec scholarship to a senior attending a Voc Tech school after graduation.  
President Dwight will present the awards at Lawrence High on May 20th and at Free State High on May 12th. The Optimists helping select the winners were Buster Carney, Jim Rumsey, Connie Kindsvater, Emmett Mitchell, Dick Holzmeister, T.A. Mindrup, Ernie Dyer, and Lew Ruona.  Thanks everyone for your help.
Dictionaries
     On Friday, April 4rd President Dwight presented 22 3rd graders at East Heights Elementary School their own dictionaries.  The dictionaries were purchased by the club through the "Dictionary Project" and given to the students.  Third grade teacher Betty Sisson helped present the dictionaries.
Oratorical Contest
     The Club Oratorical Contest was held Thursday night March 13th in the
Smith Center at Brandon Woods. This year’s topic was "United We Stand in Optimism." There were six girls who participated in the contest. The six  were: Maureen Brady from Langston Hughes Grade School, Lauren Bandle, Sarah  Stern, Hannah Kapp-Klote and Dianna Marie Torgerson all from Quail Run Grade School, and Sarah Robinson from SW Junior High School. Sarah Robinson took first place; second place was Maureen Brady and third was Dianna Marie Torgerson. Judges for the contest were: Barbara Armbrister, John Pepperdine and Randall Rock.  Assisting with the contest from our Club was: Ralph Clement, Connie Kindsvater, Dar Benton, Lew Ruona, Jim Rumsey, Dwight Jackson and Tony  Folsom.
Contributors to this bulletin were President Dwight, Dick Holzmeister, and Tony Folsom.  If you have a comment to make,  or an idea to push.  This bulletin is the way to do it. You can reach me email lrl@ku.edu or telephone 842-7421.  Editor Leo Langlois
Marvin Bredehoff receiving a remembrance gift from Russian coordinator Irina  at the farewell   banquet hosted by our club.








